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CLIMATE CHANGE 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [6.20 pm]: I would like to take the opportunity to use my member’s 
statement to talk about today’s motion from Hon Tim Clifford. He said that it was a very, very simple motion. 
Well, it was very, very simple, but simple motions do not fix highly complex problems that we have. There is no 
immediate emergency to the earth—there is only hysteria being created by certain groups. Rising sea levels were 
mentioned on more than one occasion. I have said this before in Parliament: if members are concerned about rising 
seas, they should have a look at the Fremantle tide gauge. That started recording in 1897 and went for 60 years to 
1957. During those 60 years, the tide rose by 144 millimetres. Over the next 60 years—from 1957 to 2017—it rose 
by 104 millimetres. I have not plucked these figures out of the sky; they are available for anyone to see. They are on 
the website of the Natural Environment Research Council. Unfortunately, the pigtailed bib-and-brace brigade with 
flowers in their hair, and also the dreadlock brigade, do not want to know the truth; they would much rather be 
spoonfed by the scientists who are living off this fictitious belief that the earth is going to end due to climate change. 
Hon Darren West: It is round, you know. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: That is right. Believe it or not, Mount Everest is actually rising. It is getting taller every year. 
Every year it grows by 6.1 centimetres. Over the last 16 000 years, it has risen one kilometre up into the sky. The 
source of that information is also available—the Boston Museum of Science. That takes me to the Pacific Islands, 
which we have been told are being flooded by rising seas. My personal belief is that they are sinking, which could 
possibly be due to the rising Himalayas. The surface area of some Pacific Islands is actually growing. One island 
in particular, Tuvalu, is often mentioned by the crazy left side, which is always saying that it is sinking. However, 
that landmass has actually increased in the last 40 years by 73 hectares. This was brought to the attention of the 
public by a federal Liberal member—a chap by the name of Craig Kelly. The ABC fact-finding loonies decided 
that they were going to crucify that man because of what he said, so they went and checked the facts. It turned out 
to be perfectly true, so they had to eat their words. 

In the first half of the twentieth century, everything was powered by coal. There were coal-fired power stations, 
steam trains and furnaces for iron and steam mills—everything was by coal. That is when one would have expected 
pollution to be at its worst. It just so happens that the highest temperature ever recorded in the winter here in 
Australia was in 1940—until last week, when it was beaten by 0.2 degrees. That was in 1940. That was 20 years 
before flower power and hippies came into action. All they wanted then was drugs and free sex. Now they want to 
shut down every coal-fired power station and the fossil-fuel cars that are running on the roads. However, if we go 
to any of the rallies here, we never see them rocking up on pushbikes or skateboards. No, they rock up in their 
cars. We can pick out their cars; it is so easy. They have stickers everywhere on the back, which say things like 
“Save the whales”, “Save the dolphins”, “I talk to the dolphins”, “Oompa Loompa onboard”, “Garden fairies live 
at my place” and “Save Ningaloo”, yet when they drive off, it is usually in a big cloud of blue smoke as they chug 
down the road in their clapped-out cars. 

Volcanoes spew acid and other toxic gases into the atmosphere—that has been going on since the beginning of 
time. The latest one is just off the coast of Italy on Stromboli. That small island has a huge problem at the moment. 

Australia must be the least polluting country in the world. We contribute less than 1.3 per cent of the world’s 
greenhouse gases. Hon Rick Mazza said that it was 1.1 per cent; I am pretty sure that he is right, but the information 
I got was 1.3 per cent. Third World countries put more smoke and soot into the atmosphere than we do, because 
they are still cooking on open fires. They are burning wood and anything else they can get. They have to do that 
because, to them, electricity is a luxury. Even if Australia could produce zero emissions, the problem would not 
be solved. Australia’s emissions might be high per capita, but that is because our economy is dependent on mining. 
We are the mine for the world. Members should let me know how they get on if they go out to the mining towns 
in my electorate and tell the people that they will shut down the mines and those people will have to pack up and 
move on! I grew up surrounded by coalmines and steelworks. The word “pollution” was never, ever mentioned. 
I grew up with clear skies and beautiful countryside, but that was then. Now when I go home, all I see is wind 
turbines on every single hill and in every paddock—it is an absolute eyesore. In fact, it is starting to affect the 
tourism industry because people are fed up with looking at windmills. Half the time the turbines are switched off, 
because they create a problem for the genuine power stations. However, the companies are still being paid because 
they entered into a contract to supply X amount of megawatts. They get paid for that whether or not they produce it. 

Hon Charles Smith: What about all the insects, birds and bats that are being killed? 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: That is right. I really struggle to believe the experts. We were told by the experts that in 
2035, Australia would have a population of 25 million. They just missed that by 17 years. That is how good the 
experts are. They talk about millions of tonnes of carbon dioxide being put into the atmosphere. I often wonder 
how they come up with these figures. Despite all the science out there, none has proven that human-caused carbon 
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dioxide is causing global warming. That is still a theory. Through the CSIRO, the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and the Bureau of Meteorology, there is empirical evidence to challenge every single argument 
that these climate change nuts come up with. The experts said that the national broadband network was going to 
cost us $42 billion and that it would be fibre to the home. It has cost us over $120 billion and it is not finished and 
not working. In my lifetime, we will still have copper from the node to the house. I often think that these experts 
are creating all the problems anyway.  

I turn to renewable power—unreliable power is what it should be called. For every dollar spent on unreliable power 
we have to spend another dollar to produce reliable power. We could solve this by building a small molten salt 
reactor. A 500 megawatt plant would cost us $1.7 billion. We are catching up with the rest of the world. We have 
to put up with the stabbings, murders, rapes, elder abuse, drug abuse and homelessness—why not nuclear power? 

To declare a climate emergency is to be stupidly hysterical. If not helpful, we need to be mature about the issue of 
climate change. This motion was, at best, political pointscoring and, at worst, a waste of time. I would prefer to 
spend the time debating matters that truly affect Western Australians. Let us get the plastics out of the ocean. The 
climate change industry is a billion-dollar industry and there are too many people living off this industry at the 
moment. This is why it is growing in size. Hon Alison Xamon mentioned Gorgon and Barrow Island and she took 
an axe to them. However, I am quite sure that Hon Tim Clifford will remember the days he had on Barrow Island, 
but he is now biting the hand that fed him. I wonder whether he felt any hypocrisy when he was picking up his wages. 
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